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votes, four of which have resulted in the rejection
of the proposed law or resolution.1

When the electors have to sanction all laws as in
Zurich, the number of voters who go to the poll is a
matter of considerable importance. M. Stussi has
calculated that, on an average, 74 per cent, of the
registered electors have either deposited or sent their
ballot-paper. The first thing that affects the size of
the vote is clearly the law itself. If it is a party
measure and rouses the passions of the bulk of the
electors, or if it is a financial law and closely affects
the material interests of the citizens, immediately a
large majority of electors make use of their right. If,

1 The figures are given from 1869-96 by M. Curti, Le Referendum
Suisse, p. 232 of the Revue Politique et Parlemcntaire for August 1897.
He says there have been seven votes on constitutional laws, 137 on
laws passed by the cantonal council, two on treaties with other
cantons, and twenty-five on initiative demands. He does not, how-
ever, give the results of the voting. These are given in Herr Stussi's
latest book, Referendum und Initiativ in den Schweizcr jKantonen,
for the years 1869-93. Of 128 measures passed by the council,
ninety-nine were accepted and twenty-nine rejected. Of the thirty
federal questions voted on, the people approved twenty-three, in-
cluding the initiative demand on the Slaughterhouse Act, and
voted against seven.

The popular initiative has been no mere formality in Zurich, for
there were twenty-two initiative amendments in this period. It will
be remembered that any 5000 voters can propose a law in this way
and require it to be submitted to the people, and any one person
can do the same with the consent of one-third of the caxitonal
council.

The petition of the single person has only been made use of twice
between 1869 and 1893. In 1883 a bill that came before the people
in^his way was rejected. In 1871 two measures proposed in this
way were accepted by the people, but they were adopted by a majo-
rity of the Council, and have therefore been classified by Stussi as
petitions. Four of the demands, made by 5000 citizens, were ap-
proved by the Council; of these two were accepted and two rejected.